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Spccijic ^anie for an Orcctolohid Shark, 
By C. Tate Regan, M.A. 

(Published by permission of the Trustees of the British Museum.) 

I HAVE just received a copy of “ A Revision of the Australian 
Orectolobidse,” by J. Douglas Ogilby and A. R. McGuilocIi 
(Journ. & Proc. R. Soc. jSf. S. AVales, xlii. 1908). In tliis 
the authors describe and figure under the name Orectolobus 
dasyjyogon, Bleek., a sliark, Ironi Torres Straits, which appears 
to bedistinct from that species, tlie type of which, from Waio-iou, 
is in the British Museum. I therefore propose for tliis°ne\v 
form tlie name Orectolobus ogilbyt, in lionour of the Australian 
ichthyologist who has studied this group of sharks, 

rile main difFerences between the two species may be shown 
thus r j 


Orectolobus ogilhyi. 

Gill-openings decreasing in .size 
from the tirst to the fourth ; last 
larger; hist two closer together 
than the rest. 

Fringes on each side of the head 
iu th ree separate groups. 


Origin of first doi’sal fin well I 
behind the middle of the total ; 
length. 

Distance between origins of 
dorsals nearly i that from origin of 
second dorsal to end of tail. 


O. dasypogon. 

First gill-opeiiingslightly smaller 

than the rest, which are of equal 
size and equidistant. 

Fringes on each side of the head 
in two groups, the more posterior 
equivalent to tlie last two in O. 
ogilhyi. 

Origin of first dorsal fin in the 
middle of the total length. 

Distance between origins of 
dorsals slightly more than § that 
from origin of second dorsal to end 
of tail. 


0. ogilhyi IS certainly very closely allied to 0. dasypoqon, 
and the two species can scarcely be placed in different o-enera. 
The genus Eucrossorbtnns, established by me for (f. dasy '. 
pogon, chiefly on account of the form of the gill-openin<^s 
becomes a synonym of Orectolobus. ° ’ 


lillfLIOGIiAPHICAL NOTICES. 

Guide to the Whales, Porpoises, and Doljhius {Order Cetacea) 
e.Oubited in the Department of Zoology, British Museum {Natural 
Jhstonj). Illustrated by 93 Figures. London ; Printed bv 
Order of the Trustees, 1909. Price Ad. 

The Guide-Books to the Zoological Department of the Natural 
History Museum have been steadily growing, both in size and 
number, lor years past, so that they now provide a fairly comjdetc 
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survey of tlie animal kingdom. In tlieir entirety it miglit justly 
1)0 claimed for them that they form one of the most popular text- 
books of zoology "whieh has ever appearel. Thus the}' differ from 
most other books of their kind, which are of little use save as a 
source of reference to the actual specimens exhibited. 

In the Guide to the Whale- lioora of the Museum Mr. Lydekkci* 
has, in a surprisingly small space, contrived to pack an araazi>ig 
amount of information concerning these creatures, the most highly 
specialized of all the Mammalia. Though most of the facts here 
given have found their way long since into the majority of popular 
natural history books, much is here included that will be new to 
the general reader, as, for example, the fact that certain of the 
whales, notably the Indian Porpoise, have*‘‘ minute scales embedded 
in the skin of part of the back ; and these suggest that whales 
are derived from animals furnished with a complete bony armour.’’ 
AVe should have preferred the term “bony nodules” in place of 
“scales”; the nature of theso would j)crhaps have been brought 
liomc to tlie reader the more forcibly if it had been pointed out tliat 
they were comparable to the bony plates covering the back of the 
armadillo. 

The short aceouist of the extinct Cetaceans is admirable, and 
adds immensely to the value of this most wonderful summary of a 
group of animals of which little is known by the general public. 

The illustrations have evidently been selected with the greatest 
care and arc singularly well reproduced. 


Guide to the Specimens lUusi rating the Races of MunJcind {Anihro- 
jxdoe/}/) eecliVnted in the Department of Zoologip British Museum 
{yatiired I/isionj). Illustrated by IG Figures. London: Printed 
by Order of the Trustees, 1903. Price 

Mr. Ltdekker's Guido to tbe Anthropological Collection is an 
extremely useful piece of work. The formation and arrangement 
of this collection, it should be remembered, was entirely canied 
out by Mr. Lydckker. In the near future we Jiope to see this 
collection still further enlarged, for in this particular we are behind 
our neighbours the Germans. Put to return to the Guide. In the 
preparation of this the Author was confronted with a difficult task, 
for a guide-book must of necessity be brief, and it could have been 
no easy matter to condense even the main outlines of anthro- 
pology in so small a space. The classihcatiou of the races of 
mankind is a thorny subject, and from its general unfamiliarity 
an exceedingly difficult subject to present in a popular form; and 
the Author has certainly come well out of the ordeal. 

There is only one slip to which we would direct attention, and 
this concerns the Eisbaris, which on p. 11 are placed in the 
Semitic group and on p. 12 are included in the Hamitic group, 
being described as the purest East-African representatives thereof. 
The illustrations, as in the Guide just noticed, are excellent. 


